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clamour and prejudice tlie service. Wherefore his
Majesty's express command is that you take effectual
care and order, by such precepts and warrants as you
issue for this service, that no persons be assessed unto
the same unless they be known to have estates in
money or goods, or other means to live by over and
above their daily labour; and where you find such
persons to be taxed, you are to take off what shall be
set upon them, and lay it upon those that are better
able to bear it. And that you may the better spare
such poor people, it is his Majesty's pleasure that where
there shall happen to be any man [men ?] of ability, by
reason of gainful trades, great stocks of money, or other
usual estates, who perchance have or occupy little or no
land, and consequently in an ordinary land-scot would
pay nothing or very little, such men be rated and
assessed according to their worth and ability; and
that the monies which shall be levied upon such may
be applied not only to the sparing and freeing of the
such poor people as aforesaid, but also to the easing of
such as, being either weak of estate, or charged with
many children or great debts, or unable to bear such
great charge as their lands in their occupation might
require, in an usual and ordinary proportion; and the
like cause [course?] to be held by the head-officers in
the corporate towns, that a poor man be not set in
respect of the usual tax of his house or the like at a
greater sum than others of much more wealth and
ability; and herein you are to have a more than ordi-
nary care and regard, whereby to prevent complaints of
inequality in the assessments, whereby we were much
troubled the last year.
" Thirdly, to the end that this may be effected with